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The Von Igel Ca»e.
\. Were it not for the fact that a vigor.ousAmerican note has been presented
to Berlin for immediate answer on the
subject of submarine warfare, virtually
an ultimatum without time limit, the
situation with reference to the arrest
of Wolfe von Ijfel. former private secretaryof Capt. von Papen. and the
seizure of papers from his office in New
Tork would be regarded as a matter of
the gravest public importance. In truth,
this case involves a serious possible
strain of relations between Germany
ana me muea curares. -iinuieuiinery

'upon the arrest of von Igel the German
embassy protested on the ground that
lie was an attache and therefore immune
from arrest, and that his office was un

tier German .jurisdiction and should not
Tiave been entered. Later certain papers
taken from his safe and found, it is

°puderstood. to contain evidence of an

extensive conspiracy in violation of
American neutrality against British
property, and possibly against American
property, were demanded by the embassy.Those papers have been sent to

Washington by the district attorney in
Xew York, to be here considered with a

view to their possible return to the Germanembassy. If it is decided that von

Tgel's office was part of the German embassy.or in any event if the papers are

Identitied as official, they will be returned.
The main issue regarding these papers

turns.upon whether or not the premises
entered in New York were a part of
the German embassy.-and therefore immunefrom entry. If that office was thus
officially attached to the German establishmentin this country, any entry is
illegal and anything found there, whateverits nature, must be returned at
once upon demand, and this government
must apologize for the action.

It is stated that von Igel was not a

recognized attache of the German em-

hassv at the time of the commission
af the alleged offense for which he has
befin indicted, and that this deprives
Vim of immunity from arrest. On this
point the State Department has renderedno decision. It is also claimed that
fhe offices in New York were leased by
on Igel personally and not as a representativeof the German government.
If the German ambassador regards the

entry, the arrest and the seiznre of
papers as an affront to his government
and the attache is not released from all
charges and the papers returned, togetherwith aH copies, accompanied by
%n apology, a possible cause of a rupture
of relations with Germany develops. If,
on the other hand, the United States

government holds that the premises
were not immune from entry and that
claiming of the papers as official and
fff the attache as immune is an assumptionof responsibility by the German
ambassador for the acts alleged to have
Veen committed by von Igel and by
others as disclosed by the papers.the
inntp,(s nf which will nrobaMv in awv

case have been noted officially.a poeaibleground of grievance against the
German government is afforded.

An irresponsible orator who abases
the American flag will not hesitate to
tarn around and rely on its protection.

And why abuse the American flag,
(shaterer the imagined grievance 1 Let
the Mexicans attend to it.

Bpeenlstlss Investors have had every
{Inning that "war brides" are fiekle

Bryan and SuHtran.
Soger BnWIaaa has achieved an svertrhelmingvising, William J. Bryan

has met wtth an overwhelming defeat,
at heme. The former wRl go to the 8t.
Louis convention not only as a delegate,but aa chairman of the Illinois
delegation. If Mr. Bryan goes aa a delegateit will be by a squeeze, and be may
base to attend simply as a newspaper
correspondent.an observer chronicling
the performances of others.
A great change. Time was when Mr.

Bryan was supreme In the party, and
dir. Sullivan only a high private in
the rear rani. At that time Mr. Bryan
disliked and disapproved of Mr. Sullivan.and expressed himself with characteristicfrankness. It was at the St.
Louis convention of 1904.just twelve
years ago.that Mr. Bryan denonneed
Mr. Sullivan as a 'highwayman" in
politics.

This is taken from a press dispatch
giving an acconnt of the Illinois democraticstate convention held at Springfieldyesterday:

There was no denying the shouts of
tV Cook county delegation for Hoger!linger!' and Chairman I.ueev summonedthe democratic leader to the
iu-.truin und introduced him as 'the
niuii. who more than any one else had
Woodrow Wilson nominated at Baltimore.'"

Insatiate archer! Why have taken a

shot at Mr. Bryan in that wayt With
knowledge of Mr. Bryan's discomfiture
at home, why have attempted to rob
him of one of the tal'est feathers in his
can! For it is bnt an attempt. It is
pot a faet accomplished. Proof mnit be

-i
5? '

produced if the public is to surrender
Mr. Bryan and accept Mr. Sullivan as

the political creator of President Wilson.Of course Mr. Sullivan was at
Baltimore, and a Wilson man; but what
is the authority for the assertion that
he did more there than any one else
to secure Mr. Wilson's nomination f The
credit went then to Mr. Bryan, and this
is the first essay since to strip him of it.

It will be remembered that when Mr.
Sullivan was a candidate for the Senate,
the President, while indorsing demoeraticcandidates in other states, refused
to indorse him. At that time Mr. Bryan
was a member of the cabinet, and operatedprobably as a restraining influence.
But should Mr. Wilson be re-elected
and Mr. Sullivan make a second effort
to reach the Senate, may we not sec

the presidential influence exerted in his
behalf? Sec the strength of his claim.
Work at Baltimore in 1912, and at St.
Louis in 1916. And Mr. Bryan, there
is no risk in saying, will not be a

member of Mr. Wilson's cabinet if there
is one.

Politics and the Bench.
Two propositions have long been assertedmore swaggeringly than convincingly.One is that a successful .judge

should never leave the bench for politicalleadership, and the other that a successfulpolitical leader should never be
transferred from politics to the bench.
Failure, it is asserted, is inevitable in
both cases.

Let us try the second proposition by
two instances within living memory.

John*' M. Harlan of Kentucky and
Stanley Matthews of Ohio were distinguishedand successful politicians, the
former the leader of his party at home,
aud one of the most eloquent and per-
stiasive orators in the country. When

they were nominated for places on the
Supreme bench their nominations were

opposed on the score of the political activitiesof the nominees. Tt was as

serted that they were politicians and
no more; that there was not the makingof a good judge in either.
This was amusing to all who knew the

two men. Gen. Harlan stood as high
at the bar at home as in politics, while
Mr. Matthews enjoyed an equal legal
distinction in Ohio.
There was a contest in each case, but

both nominations were confirmed after
very high tributes had been paid to both
nominees by some of theiT warmest politicalopponents.
What ^followed is unchallenged history.As associate justices of the SupremeCourt both men achieved notable

reputations. Justice Matthews did not
serve long, death claiming him in the
midst of his usefulness. But while in
commission he was rated among the

strong men of the court.
Justice Harlan lived to be an old man,

and died in harness and in great honor.
His was one of the longest services on

the Supreme bench, and was filled with
distinction. Probably no associate justiceof that court has commanded more

admiration for legal learning, judicial
poise and clear vision since the days
of Joseph Story. The man who had
led a political party for years and
proved himself a match on the stump
for the best the opposition could send
against him proved himself as a judge
through many years the equal of the
best.
Our politics is strenuous, and marked

at times with turbulence. But men of
strong texture play the game without
compromise of character, or incurring
disability for other pursuits. Leadershipat the bar is often followed by
leadership in polities.take Mr. Boot's
case.while leadership in politics is no

disqualification for eminence on the
bench, as both Oen. Harlan and StanleyMatthews conspicuously demonstrated.

... 1
A strong sense of relief should come

to Mr. Bryan when he takes note of
current international developments in
which it is not necessary for his signatureto figure.

Some delay in reply from Berlin is
inevitable. A diplomatic official is not

expected to -be as quick on the trigger
as a submarine commander.

The most interesting papers pertainingto international affairs are occasionallyfound wandering around in a handbag.
Thm eltmatM tin* nt Inst reached a

which suggests a suitable date
far the President's inauguration.

Predictions as to when the European
war will end have fallen by the waysidein a state of exhaustion.

As a storm eentcr Columbus, N. M.,
has surpassed that traditional political
battleground, Columbus, Ohio.

Poor Proapect for the District.
The District appears to be doomed to

suffer thia year as in the past from lack
of time for the consideration of its businessin Congress. Seemingly there is
a disposition to sidetrack all local mattersin the House to make way for the
items on the national program, not onlydenyingthe District its customary "day"
in regular order, but so arranging the
hours of House meetings that the meetingtime of the District committee is
reduced to a brief period weekly. The
District appropriation bHl, finished by
the committee, is not to be disclosed in
its details until just before the report,
followed by Immediate consideration.
Xo more has been made to bring in a

legislative proposition covering the recommendationsof the joint select committeewhich last autumn considered the
fiscal relations of the District and the
general government. Intimations are

had that the bill will be framed along
the lines of these recommendations and
that the legislative obstacle to considerationof the radical changes in the appropriationsystem will be cleared by
speeial rule. This is a most unsatisfactorymethod of framing the new fis-

cal foundation for the National Capital.
It was hoped that a specific measure

would be devised and presented which
could be discussed freely and shaped
perhaps by amendments without referenceto the exigencies of immediate appropriation.Apparently it is the presentpurpose of those in chnrge of House
matters to revise the District's "constitution"by way of the appropriation bill.

Dangerous Fire Motor Speeding.
An inquiry should be had into the

distressing accident at 7th and F streets
yesterday, whereby Crossing Policeman
Jppolito was dangerously and perhaps
fatally injured by tho motor car of the
deputy tire chief. Ippolito was acting in
the line of duty and bravely endeavoringto'save a child from injury when
the firo department motor came around
the corner and hit him before he could

regain his pest of safety. It should
be determined whether or not the
motor, which, being a lighter vehicle, is
capable of higher speed than the firefightingapparatus, was being driven unnecessarilyfast. Of course, it is desirablethat the lire department should,
as far as possible, have right of way
through the streets at the highest practicablespeed to reach points of alarm.
But there is perhaps a limit of safety
in this respect. It is obviously not to
the public interest that people should
be killed by speeding tire motors. Loud
warnings are sounded by these vehicles,
and ordinarily there is little danger of
collisions if these signals are heeded. In
this case a child became confused, and

perhaps the very noises intended for
lier protection served to bewilder her.
The crossing policeman showed an instantappreciation of his duty, unselfishlyexposing himself to dauger in
order that the child might %e saved.
His was a gallant action and it is to
be hoped that his life will be spared.

Defaulting Handbook Makers.
Little sympathy will be felt for the

victims of the handbook makers who,
it is alleged, recently failed to make
settlements with their patrons on a race

run in Maryland a few days ago. Of
course, the handbook makers in this
ease were guilty of breach of trust, and
yet if they were identified and the facts
proved against them they would be
guilty primarily of violating the law
against gambling. It is doubtful
whether there is any offense of which
the law can take cognizance in trickery
or fraud as between the handbook
maker and his patron, inasmuch as the
whole transaction between them is illegal.The case serves a good purpose,
however, in demonstrating to those who
are still engaged in this doubtful practiceof betting on the races through the
medium of law dodgers the risk they
run. not only of involvement in the
gamble itself, but of losing even when
they nominally win. It does not necessarilyfollow that a man who will con-

duct an illegal business will cheat his
patrons, but there is nevertheless a certainrisk attendant upon any dealings
with the lawbreaker. It is evident that
notwithstanding the recent activities of
the police and the Department of JusticeWashington is still the scene of illicitrace track betting.

Diplomacy would be regarded as more

hopeful if any amount of apology could
be depended on to stop the fighting
now in progress.

Carranza will be regarded as somethingof a trainer if he can compel
Villa to lie down and play dead.

The theory of suspended animation
may be heard from in connection with
the case of Villa.

SHOOTING STABS.
- BY PHILANDER JOHNSON.

Relative Values.
"Why don't you pay your subscriptionin garden stuff?" inquired the editorof the Punkintown Gazette.
"Well," replied Parmer Corntossel,

"TM lioto r\ lnnlr otiwmr n<UIx u note xv iwutt okiugj yiiicu j. naa

handin' you cabbage an' tomatoes. The
way the coat of food has been goin', it
'ud be hard to give you anything noticeablethat wouldn't ba worth more than
the regular money."

The Trath.
A man who only speaks the truth
May speak but little, there's no doubt.

Most of his time he'll spend, in sooth,
In patient care to find it out.

Different Ideals.
"Parents often disagree about rearing

children."
"Yes. A mother likes a boy who

wouldn't get a speck of dust on his
clothes. And a father likes one who
doesn't care what happens to his wardrobewhen he makes up his mind to
slide for second base."

Plain Speech.
"I'm a plain spoken person," said the

aggresBive man.

"That's lucky. You're at least one
subscriber who saves the telephone
operator the trouble of asking you to
repeat your number.''

Happiness too often consists in how
you imagine you would feel if you were
in the position of some other man.who
is not at all happy.

Cherry Blossoms.
Jes' bloomin'.dat's all.
On a tree by de fence

Au' answerin' de call
Of its natural sense;

Not thinkin' a bit
Of how great it kin grow,

Nor de way it mus' quit
When de chilly winds blow.

Jes' doin' de part
Oat is meant foh de day.

While it whispers its heart
To de breezes dat stray;

Not stoppin* to ask
'Bout de fruit in de fall,

But fnlfillin' its task;
Jes' bloomin'.dat's all.

J

WHAT THE GOVE!
After conductinsr last vear a sue-1

cessful small scale experimental market
news Service which dealt

A Market with four crops.straw- I
g. berries, tomatoes, cantaocrvice.loupes and peaches.the

office of markets of the Department of

Agriculture has just gotten under way
field work ori the first comprehensive
market news service the country has
known. In all, before fall shall put an

end to the truck and fruit movements,
the products of sixteen crops will be
carefully observed from the time they
are hauled to railroads for shipment
In the various producing centers until
they are placed on sale to consumers
in cities perhaps thousands of miles

away. And all the data collected from
this careful observation will be immediatelycommunicated to all persons
who care to receive them.
To have charge of this work the officeof markets has sent specialists

south into Florida, Louisiana and Texas,where the already advanced season
is maturing fruits and vegetables; and
has sent other of its experts to the

freat consuming centers to gather inormationas to arrivals in market,
origin and prices. Starting with onionsin Texas near the Mexican border,
and with strawberrie.8 and tomatoes iti
the three states, the field observers
will pick up each additional fruit and
truck crop as it comes in season in
these and other states, gathering the
desired information about its condition
and the number of carloads shipped,
and wiring this information to "Washington.

In the Washington clearing hous$ of
the service this information from the
various sources Is now being compiled
and wired out in a remarkably short
time to producers and dealers all over
the United States who care to pay the
telegraphic charges.
Though it lias been worked out in

little more than a single season, the
new service that the government 'is

giving to the truck growers, fruit produwiRand distributers is- wonderfully
accurate and complete. The possession
of these essential characteristics is
made possible by the hearty and even

enthusiastic co-operation that is being
given by growers and their co-operativeassociations, who furnish their
current statistics: railroads, which
keep the government informed as to
shipments and rerouting throughout
their systems, and dealers, who give informationas to the arrival of cars and
market prices.
Even in the experimental stages last

season the government's market news
service was of evident value to all partiesto the complicated procedure of
placing the products of the soil in the
hands of the consumer. Hundreds of
letters have poured into the office of
markets from producers, transportationsystems and dealers, all testifying
to the greatly improved conditions in
regard to the crops covered.
Knowing the market demands accurately,the producers have been able

to make greater shipments and in
many cases to secure better prices.
Railroads have been able to eliminate
many unnecessary diversions and reroutingsand have had a steadier business.Dealers have been able to a considerableextent to avoid glutting of
the market, and have found more easily
outlets for their surplus supplies. The
consumer, too, profited, for the news
service meant for him a steadier supplyof produce and less violent price
fluctuations.

*
* *

The people of the United States have
com^ to a strangely belated realization

of what tremendousEducationof important things
T . the problems ofimlmmigrants.migration have been

and are to this country.essentially an

immigrant-built nation. All over the
country activities are in progress as

never before toward the solution of the
various problems connected with the
proper assimilation of aliens into our

life with as little damage and as great
good as possible at once to our Institutionsand the immigrants. In this
work various departments and bureaus
of the federal government are taking
a leading part, one of the most recent
phases of such activity being the work
of the division of immigrant education
of the bureau of education in seeking to
interest universities and colleges to
offer professional courses of training
for social service among immigrants.
Through the committee for immigrantsin America the bureau learned

that as a result of an inquiry among
425 universities, colleges and special
educational institutions such as missionarytraining schools, it developed
that only fourteen such institutions
are offering special courses treating
the problems of immigration, and that
practically all of these confine their
work to an academic consideration,
giving little attention to the practical
side of the matter.
One of the first steps of the bureau

was to hafe prepared a syllabus suggestingin detail a course to be given
to students wishing to take up some
phase of social work for immigrants,
and also including a bibliography for
more extended reading. The student
following the outline will be given an
insight into the history of immigration,its causes, the handicaps that the
newly arrived aliens are under, their
distribution, the surroundings that
they usually enter, their experiences
In various industries, their standards
of living, their education and the motivesthat lead to naturalization. Existingimmigration laws as well as discussionof projected changes are also
included in the course, as are opportunitiesfor service. Copies of this
syllabus are being offered to the higherinstitutions of learning, and several
of them have already adopted the
course in full, while others will give
a part of it.
In emphasizing the importance of

training leaders for Immigration work
the bureau of education points out
that there are numerous phases to
such work and that in practically all
the special fields there is a dearth of
properly equipped workers. Reports
to the bureau snow mai in some localitiesevening: school classes for foreignershave actually been abandoned
because principals and teachers possessingthe special training for the
work were not available.
In addition to the new work looking

to the creation of immigration specialiststhrough colleges the bureau of
education is carrying on an extensive
campaign in the "America first" movement.andall season Americanization
movement which is to a large extent
an outgrowth of the celebration of
special Americanization days in certainlocalities for several years past.
As a feature of this movement the
bureau's division of immigration educationhad prepared an "America first"
poster with explanatory text calling
on foreigners in eight languages to
learn English, attend night school and
become citizens in order to secure betteropportunities and stations in life
and to make a better America.
At first these posters were placed

only In public buildings and sent to
school superintendents, but soon a

VILLA, DEAD
From the Toronto Mail and Empire.
Villa may be dead, but there seem to

be several millions of the family in
Mexico.
From the Birmingham Age-Herald.

If Villa is really dead, President Wilson'senemies will say that's another
example of "Wilson luck."

From the St. Louia Star.
I^et us hope that Mr. Villa will not

disappoint us in this little matter of
being dead.

From the J*roviden«-e Evening Bulletin.
Among the unsolved mysteries are

the fates of Francisco Villa. Charlie
Ross, ine jrrench .Dauphin, Archduke
John of Austria, Jimmy Glass and
Dorothy Arnold.

From the Cleveland Plain Denier.
Villa appears to have got to the end

of his rope before we had a chance to
get him at the end of ours.

*

RNMENT IS DOING
Steady demand for them set in from
heads -of industries, commercial organizationsand ,-various miscellaneous associations.Now, in addition to those
in schools, post offices and other public1;buildings, hundreds of thousands of
them have been placed in railway stations,factories and semi-public places
where they will better catch the eye
of the foreign population. School superintendentsreport to the bureau of
education that the result of the campaignhas been most marked; and it is
felt that the demand for and establishmentof hundreds of night classes
for foreigners can be laid definitely to
the effectiveness of what might be
called the government's billboard advertising.

*
s|c *

While the bureau of education has
been working for immigrants along its

own particular lines,
Americanizing especially in stimulatlngschool authaAliens. thoritles to open specialclasses, the bureau of naturalisationof the Department of Labor has
been furthering the Americanization
work from a different angle.

Its particular function has been to
persuade the immigrants seeding naturalizationto enter the classes or demand
their establishment. This it has done
through maintaining a great card indexof aliens making application for
first citizenship papers and correspondingwith them personally; through furnishingspecific data as to the applicantsto school authorities in the localityin which the individuals live,
and through fostering the Americanizationwork through Y. M. C. A's., Y.
W. C. A's.. Jewish societies and other
philanthropic, social and religious organizations.The work of the naturalizationbureau in the movement has
also been largely through courts.

It is here, where the applicants are
brought to prove their qualifications
and to have citizenship formally conferredupon them, that the scheme of
Americanization class work is said to
have been conceived. It is declared
that in Hartford, Conn., Judge Piatt
of the I'nited States district court and
naturalization inspectors decided in
the case of certain applicants who had
failed to show themselves properly
qualified for citizenshrp that society
lias an obligation to educate such applicantsup to the proper standard.
Thereafter Judge Piatt actually "sentenced'the failures to six months in
the night schools. After "serving time"
they passed their examinations with
flying colors. From that time on the
great value of the Americanization
work has been unquestioned, and its
popularity with officials, public-spiritedcitizens and aliens alike has grown
amazingly.
One of the most interesting and

amazing phases of the Americanization
work as carried on by the naturalizationbureau is the personal touch that
is maintained with the aliens. Every
item on court rprnrrla affect in«r riti-
zenship applicants is transcribed periodicallyand sent to the bureau In
Washington for use in keeping its
huge card index of declarants up to
date. \Vith these data before them,
naturalization officials write personal
letters to the individuals, urging them
to take up and keep up night school
work and pointing out to them the
great value of both an education and
citizenship in improving their station
in life.
The officials show themselves possessjed of a keen insight into human psychology*,tor if the applicant is married

a like letter is sent to the wife in orider that her arguments may assist in
making an American of the husband.
Another interesting phase is the movementto have the graduates of the
night schools and the more intelligent
and enthusiastic newly naturalized citizensfrom alumni classes for continued
study, debate and discussion, and organizeassociations through which, it
is hoped, other aliens not contemplatingbecoming citizens will be brought
to see the advantages of taking the
step.
The citizenship work was begun severalyears ago, but gained its first

striking publicity when President Wilsonaddressed and publicly welcomed
in Philadelphia a year ago a group of
newly naturalized citizens. The publicitythat the movement has since
gained has no doubt helped it tremendously,and it has, of course, receiveda great stimulus from the
Kuropean war.

*
* *

Uncle Sam's lighthouse service is not
the only one of his agencies that display.lights at

Lights That Signal rilfhl for the inoi_ ttt formation andStorm Warnings. weKare of the
mariner. Whenever a storm is brewingalong the coasts or over the inland
waterways colored lights twinkle forth
from hundreds of special storm-warningstations of the weather bureau,
combined in such a way as to furnish
navigators with specific information
that will forearm them.
This service has been furnished since

the beginning of the weather bureau
and has been of the greatest value especiallyon the great lakes, where
strong winds quickly lash the relativelyshallow and confined waters into
destructive breakers. Seeing room for
improvement, however, and because of
the great growth in recent years of
lake traffic, the weather bureau is
overhauling the whole storm-warning
service both as to plan and equipment
|and at the approaching opening of
lake traffic or shortly afterward will
give tne great neeis or ireigniers even
more valuable service than before,
One interesting- fact is that the mushroomlikegrowth of many lake ports,

bringing into existence cities with
their myriads of lights, obscured numbersof the stations that when estab!lished were the most outstanding feajtures of the night view. In such cases
the stations are being relocated at
points easily seen by the officers of
approaching or passing ships. The new
stations are being installed in tall,
specially constructed steel towers,
dozens of which are being erected
along the shores of the five lakes and
their connecting waterways.
The taller towers will make possi1ble the establishment of the new sig!nal system in which three lights, one

above the other, will be used instead
of the two lights in a vertical plane
heretofore employed. ,
The new system was worked out

after-experiments carried on by the instrumentexperts of the weather bureauon the Potomac below Washingtonunder various weather conditions.
These experiments brought out the
fact that lights, to be seen by the
naked eye as separate bright objects,
must be approximately four feet apart
for each mile the observer is distant.
This information was made use of in
designing the new towers and in arIranging the placement of the signal
lamps. At the same time the instrumentexperts experimented with variouslights and decided to make use of
electric bulbs of the new gas-filled
type to increase still further the efficiencyof the Jvewly equipped stations.

OR ALIVE? .

From the Baltimore Evening Sun.
Any one who would accept the Carranzastory of Villa's death without

corroboration is of a nature too guilelesslytrystful for this wicked world.
But. then, belief is sometimes a matter
of diplomatic expediency.
From the Columbia State.

Jt must be admitted that the late
Gen. Villa's remains are about the most
active remains in the business.
From the Waco (Tex.) Times-Herald.
And what if it should turn out that

this isn't Villa's last front page appearance?
From the 8;racoae Post-Standard.

Villa is, we fear, Just as dead as Jhecrown prince.
From the Utica Observer.
£roof as to the death of Villa has not

been of such character as to warrant
the Issuance of probate papers to his
executors.

FIFTY YEARS AGO
IN THE STAR

Only within a few years have steel
eassenger cars been in use on American

railways, but the idea

Iron Cars for°* emPl°yIn* a non-in«...flammable and resistant
Hallways, materlal for railroad

vehicles is by no means a new one. In
The Star of April 19, 1866, is the following:paragraph:
"The Chicago and Great Eastern RailwayCompany has recently adopted

the use of passenger cars wholly constructedof Iron, which are in the higheststyle of railroad architecture and
complete in all their arrangements for
strength and comfort. We have for a

long time been waiting for the adoptionof this improvement, as it will
render railwray traveling much safer
than it ever yet has been. The effects
of collision will be almost entirely neutralisedby the adoption of the iron
cars. We may have contusions, but
not dangerous wounds from splinters
and broken beams. These new cars are

manufactured in New Brighton, near

Pittsburgh."
These Iron cars proved too heavy for

use and were quickly abandoned. The
present cars are made of pressed steel,
which gives structural strength withoutweight.

*
* *

The cholera scare occasioned by the
arrival of the steamer England at Halifaxwith Several cases

Cholera in on board <iu>ckI>' ««b__sided, but it was revived
xOTK. a few days later when

the steataer Virginia reached New
York from Europe with cholera among
the passengers. The Star of April 20,
1866, says:
"The disease on the steamer Virginia

is pronounced Asiatic cholera by the
New York health officer. She remained
at upper quarantine until 11 o'clock
Vesterday, when she went to the lower
bay. No communication has been allowedbetween her and the shore. Arrangementsare being made to remove
all her passengers from the ship tomorrow.It is said there will be no
danger of the disease reaching the citv
from the vessel. The cholera appeared
when she was eight days Q±it and from
3 00 to 200 persons were attacked, of
whom thirty-seven died. Twenty-one
are now sick, eleven are doubtful cases.
Nearly all the other passengers are reportedconvalescent. The disease is entirelyamong the steerage passengers.A large proportion of the passengers
are German, and it is supposed theybrought the cholera aboard. The mortalityhas been greater among them
than among the Trish and English passengers.It is mentioned as a singularcircumstance that the disease broke
out about the same place on the ocean
at which the passengers on the Englandwere attacked. There is no panic
.on board and it is not expected that
many more passengers will die. The
sick will be placed on board the hospitalship Falcon. She can accommodate300 patients. The Virginia will
be closed up at once and fumigated."

*
i * *

Crinoline was still the rage in this
country fifty years ago, but its doom

had been sounded in

Passing of Paris, and critics of the
p . fashion, who found itTinO ine. inconvenient in places

of public assemblage, were rejoicing.
In The Star of April 21, 1860. is the
following extract from the Paris cor.respondence of the New York Times:
"Talking of fashions, crinoline is

done for. It has gone out of the fashIionable w*orld all at once, like a melt'ing snow* or a vanishing rainbowr. How
could a poet say, 'A thing of beauty is
a joy forever'? Only the servants and
very common people now wear the
wonderful expansions, and they drop
them as soon as they get a good look
at their slim betters. The sudden
change is very droll. You meet a lady
in the street and look behind her to
see if she has not dropped something.
The rotundities gradually collapsed,
and all at once vanished, and are now.
'though lost to sight, to memory dear.'
But what is to become of the manufacturersof those wonderful articles
which the French call cages? Can they
be used in the fisheries, or as hencoops?Now we have the gored dresses
and trains of the first empire, which
in a month's time will seem so becomingand beautiful that we shall wonder
how* we could ever have admired any
other fashion.

*
.* *

On the 3d of April, 1}»66. an explosionoccurred on board the steamer
European atAspinNitroglycerinwal1- dest'oj;i"B ,th«

. vessel and 400 feet
Explosions. of Wharf, killing

fifty people. The explosion was supposedto have been caused by a cargo
of nitroglycerin on board. The St^.r

4 nrii *>i 1Sf.fi. rnmmentiner on this
w

happening just reported, said:
"Our readers no doubt remember the

question. 'Will saltpeter explode?* so

widely discussed some years ago. None
of the doubt which made that a mooted
point attaches to the fact of the destructivenessof nitroglycerin, so thoroughlydemonstrated by the recent occurrencesat San Francisco, Aspinwall
and elsewhere, and which have directed
the public attention to an article hithertolittle known outside of mining,
commercial and scientific circles. Glycerinis the sweet principle of oil, is
extensively used for toilet purposes and
is of itself harmless enough. But When
combined with nitric acid, in the proportionof three parts of the latter to
one of the former, a highly explosive
substance, nitroglycerin, is found. It is
oily, heavier than water, soluble in
alcohol and ether and acts so powerfullyon the nervous system that a singledrop placed on the tongue will
cause a violent headache, which will
last for several hours. Its explosive
'orce is at least ten times greater than
gunpowder, but not until recently has
it been applied to a practical purpose,
namely, blasting, the cost of which it
is said to reduce fully 50 per cent.
Hence its value In mining and its growingimportance as an article of commerce.But its terrific force, as shown
by the late series of destructive explosions,demands the imposition of
proper legal restrictions on its use.
transportation and storage. By the ex

plosion at San Francisco on the 16th
instant fifteen or twenty persons were
killed instantly, while many others
were dreadfully injured and the value
of the buildings destroyed by the explosionis at least $200,000. In 1865,
when attention was first called to the
new explosive agent, it was shown that
in case of shipment 'one pound explodingby some unforeseen accident
on board of a 200-ton vessel would
tear the vessel to pieces.' No wonder
the explosion of 200 pounds at Aspinwallon the 3d instant was sufficient
to blow up a. strong iron ship, destroy
the wharf and shatter most of the
buildings in the vicinity, causing the
loss of fifty lives and the destruction
of property amounting to at least
$1,000,000."

THE INNOCENTS ABROAD.
Who sank the Persia ?
"NTot I." said the Kaiser,
"I am no wiser
Concerning the act
Than you are, in fact."

Who sank the Persia?
"Not I." said Francis Jo,
"I swear you 'tia so:
The deed I'd not do
More quickly than you."
Who sank the Persia?
Said the Turk in reply:
"By Allah! not I." I
Can aaeh of the throe '

So innocent be?
Springfield Union.

\

HISTORIC YERDOI
A semi-official dispatch, dated Paris.

April 3 6, reported that the German emperor.addressing his soldiers
Critical besieging Verdun, said: "The

. war of 1870 was decided at
.POlllt. parjg The present war

must end at Verdun."
Verdun has been compared to Friedland.Napoleon forced the Russian

army to battle at Friedland in 1807,
with its back to the river, with the objectof occupying the bridges, which
would thus cut off retreat. Mackensen
would follow Napoleon's maneuver in
1807 by forcing the French army to

fight, its back to the Meuse. while
Mackensen. attacking from the north,
cast and south simultaneously, would
occupy the bridges of Verdun.
The difference between Napoleon's

maneuver and that of Mackensen is
manifest. Ney took the bridges of
Fricdland. whi\^ the kronprinz has not
taken the bridges of Verdun, nor is
there probability that they can be
taken.
Verdun was first mentioned in the

"Itinerary of Antonius" (44 B.C.), underthe name of Verodunum. After 1870
Verdun was created a first-class
fortress, in the center < a vast intrenchedcamp, destined to bar the
Champagne road to an enemy coming
from Metz. A line of intercepting forts
connects the intrenchments of Verdun
on the Meuse with Toul on the Moselle
to the southeast.
It was at Verdun in 843 the sons of

Louis the Pious signed the treaty of
division of the Carolingian empire.Louis of Bavaria took Germania.
Charles le Chauve, France, and west
of the Meuse, Lothaire. Italy and the
region between the Meuse and tiie
Rhine. The latter finally was prey toGerman and French ambitions. Louisd'Outremer took Verdun, 979: Othon
the Great recaptured it. Verdun wascreated the property of bishops in 1247.
From the fourteenth century Frenchinfluences prevailed in the valleys ofthe Meuse and Moselle; the inhabitantsof "Verdun claimed the protection ofPhilip IV, "the Good." son of PhilipIN. King of France, and signed withhim a treaty of protection, and PhilipIV gave to Verdun a French governor,1310-1330.

*

* *

The annexation of Verdun to the
royal domain was one of theconsequencesof the
Captured by the rivalry between

French in 1551. *ust r,a *"d
Fran c e. Charles

V prepared to invade France in 1561.
and imposed a garrison on Verdun.
Henry Ji. King of France, captured
Verdun, also Toul and Metz. and the
treaty of Cateau-Cambresis (1569)
confirmed the possession.
Tn view of the present conflict, thetreaty of Cateau-Cambresis is destinedto be frequently mentioned, and itsconditions should be clearly defined.The treaty was signed the 2d ofApril, 1559. between' the plenipotentiariesof Henry II, King of France, onthe one part: those-of the Queen ofEngland. Elizabeth, and Philip II.King of Spain, on the other part. That

peace put an end to the wars of Jtalyand to the first period of rivalry of
the houses of France and of Austria.Of thcep nnnniioD»o . *

uvnir i irtnuc i *rtai nea
only Metz, Toul and Verdun, with their
territories, and Calais.
Verdun was besieged by the Prussiansin 1792. and was defended byNicolas Joseph Beaurepaire, lieutenantcolonel of volunteers of Mayenneand Loire. Although badly supportedby an undisciplined and disaffected nationalguard. Beaurepaire resisted with

energy the demand of the Duke of
Brunswick to surrender. But duringthe bombardment the royalists caused
a part of the population to revolt, and
Beaurepaire, unable to continue his
valiant defense, blew out his brains,
and Verdun capitulated September 2,
1792.

*
# *

During the Franco-Prussian war
Verdun was again besieged (October

12, 1870). NotwithstandSiegeof the wretched conditions,
the defense was maintained

IOiU. with energy, and surrenderedonly November 8. 1870.
This country of the Meuse department,formed by a part of the Champagneand the ancient duchy of Bar,

has its prefecture at Bar-le-Duc, 254
kilometers, or 159 miles, east of Paris.
The historic River Meuse rises in

the department of the Haute-Marne.
passes through .France, Belgium and
Holland, passes Verdun, Sedan, Mezieres,Namur. Liege, Maastricht, Rotterdam.and falls into the sea; it is
578 miles in length.
The country presents another intenselyinteresting side. M. Vidal de la

Blache says on this head: "All the
geographical vocabulary there is impregnatedwith those old Gallic names
of waters and of summits, deue, nont.
couse. dun." For example, south of
Verdun there are Dieue, Somme-dieue,
Nant-le-Grand, Nant-le-Petit, Nantoisdans-le-Barrios,Cousance, Cousanceaux-Bois,Dung-sur-Meuse: unknown
or forgotten places until the war. but
destined henceforth to publicity becausethey have become the stage of
the drama which is still being enacted.
Dun is a Celtic suflix common to a

number of ancient places: Loudun, Issoudun.Chateaudun. Sivordun. The
Latins converted dun into dunum to indicatea fortified castle. Verdun in the
time of the Gauls was then as now an
obstacle in the way of an enemy ap|proaching from the Woevre.
The new names of the "front*' in the

valley of the Meuse show, too, how
great is the participation of the names

of men in the designation of places.
places destined to have a peculiar interestto those who will be attracted
from afar to visit battlefields consecratedby the blood and heroic deeds of
their soldiers.
Auguste-dunum was a fortress of

August, Bezandun, Loudun, Yverdtin,
Meudon. Lyon, Leon, are names formed
of dounofi names associated with those
of persons. Douros is the name of a
fortress: Aballadouros, Tzernore, a fortressof Jzarnos, Tonnere of Tornos, etc.

*

A great number of names of places
are composed of chatel or chateau

fcastellum. a fortified

Making place). thus chatel or

chateau is associated with
mames. name of the possessor

or founder: Halton-chatel; for example,
Chateau-Thiery. The Chatceau-Thiery
is the ancient Castellum-Theodorici,
the place being fortified by Thiery.
Also color and form often inspired

BRYAN.
From the Rochester Posf-Express.
"Walter Johnson's wonderful control.".Headline.It is as nothing com»nrA/l41... t l........ I.,- U'illiuni T..n

nings Bryan when he realized Jhat he
had wrought the one-term plana to no
effective purpose.
From the Grand Rapids News.
One Michigan man voted for Bryan

at the primary. It is good occasionallyto run across a man with a sense
of humor like that.

From the Rochester Hem Id.
What's the matter with Nebraska?

Just come to her senses?

From the Jacksonville Times-1"nion.
If Mr. Bryan goes to the next democraticconvention it should be either

without instructions or with explicit
authority to disobey them.

From the Philadelphia Evening Telegraph.
Is it possible that our William J.

Bryan is slowly slipping toward the
edge of political oblivion? No longer
when great things break loose do we
see interviews as to what be would di>
about it.

1.. .:

» ON THE MEUSE
names, thus: "Bois-vert," "Bois-nolr."
"Rois-enhache".greenwood, blackwood.chopped wood. Bois-noir In the
Roman epoch was called "NifterlucuV
or Nurlu and Nulu. names that still
exist. Boisdore existed as Aurebelliousand Orlu. Rots Courbe, or beptwood.became Curlu. which 111 L»nguedocis Bosredon.
At the present many posts arc designatedby numerals. The <"elts did likewise;the Romans called them "homes.

or boundary, stones. The "post© do 1.1iwinr««"inilicnt no u mililarv «

listed on the bonier of a wood «»r marsh
and was so called since the Kortnand
days.
There are many name? derived from

Ewiranda. randa. or randes. beink,
Gaulois or Gaelic for limit, frontier,
etc..Ygrande. Ingraude. Eyguerandc,
Guerande. Yvrande. Pfyn. Fismes.
Fains. Fenigs. Feins. Fins. Hitix. Fix
are all derived from 'fines." signifying
limit, frontier, and served to designate
the relays or places situated on thr
limits of a city or a territory. "Tete a
Vaohe" is an expression which rcpre-
sents a ground having the proltle resemblinga row's head. These names
subsist, and tenaciously. "Tcte do
Ohien" is the name of a small inland
situated near Saint-Trophez. not far
from Draguignan. "La Fille Morte" is
one of the numerous places which owe
their names to a crime, suicide or assassination;the "Bois des Sapcurs.'
where the sappers fought and died
the "Tranches du TJevre Faisande." or

the trench of the tainted rabbit; "VillageNegrc." the encampment of negro
troops.

*
*

Aumenaucourt is a Franc.ization of
the Latin alamanoruni cortis. or Germancamp: also

Derivatives "Franconville.** from
Krancorum villa

from Latin. Ooudonville. Villegoudon.Gothorum. villas* ancient names

whose modern equivalents may be seen

in the signs "Bocherville,'* ."Villa des
Boches." "Hepaire des Boches." etc.
A modern sign announces "Bain*

Douches." to indicate shower baths:
also such signs as "A4x-les«:Bains.'
"Aix. "Ax," "Bagneres." "Bagnols. *

"Bagneux." "Bath." "Baden".that ia

to say, thermal baths.
Opposite these there were signs such

as "La Hutte." also "Cab." which is

I he Celtic for hut. The ancient latins
used the word "taberna" for aubergr
and there were signs such as this for exiample: "Auberge-bistro." just in front of
nit* aviaiiun camp, a lacriiuua cuui i,

haps, to criticise the menus, meaning
that a "bistouri" was necessary to
manipulate the meat in that auberge. or
that the auberge table linen was "bistre." ¥

or not clean?
At the present, as in the distant past,

a name of a person or thing was readily
employed to designate a place. j"he
Ravin" was so named because it was

simply a ravine or deep hollow, and tinnamewill thus he perpetuated. The
Gallic word nantos signifies a valle>
It was the derivative of such names as
Nant. Nans. Namps. Nant-sous-Thil,
and from, which sprang Nansouty. th«
name of the Gallic family of Comte de
Nansouty, one of the best generals of
Napoleon I. born in Bordeaux in 176k.
Not far away from these labyrinths

appears the sign "Iml Carriere." a name

which some months ago was applied
principally in this place to a carriere
or "quadraria," a stone quarry. It now

designates a military post of commandment,a post of succor, munitions and
indeed other things pertaining to the
war. These troglodytic cantonments
are otherwise known as "Boyau Joffre,"
"Boyau Maud'huy," "Boyau Ardouin
Putnazet," and many others will surviveto point the moral and adorn the
tale which will be told by the guides
to the countless pilgrims to these patriotictrenches.

*
* *

Attila. king of the Huns, made a desperateeffort to take Verdun {442 A.D.),
but the effort was vain, alAttila'sthough he spread desolation

__ and ruin with fire and sword
knort. throughout the valleys of the

Meuse and Saone. Attila was so named

J because of the signification. "Scourge
of God." In the "Niebelungen" Attilas real name appears as Etzel. Hatjing ravaged the cities of Gaul he was

finally defeated by the allied Frank and
Ostrogoth princes, Aetius, Merovee and
Theodoric, at a great battle, which ha*
been fixed as at Chalons-sur-Marne
<451 >.
Verdun, as the termination indicates,

points to the ancient establishment of
the Gallic or Walton race in the Meuse
valley. There is a Verdun-sur-Doubs.
of which the Puke d'Enghien wrote
from Dijon July 25, 1638: "I apprehendmuch for Verdun-sur-Doubs, and
I fortify the place to cover the side of
the city looking eastward, the side
whence will come the Germans." These
"pandours of Gen. Gallas, successor of
Wallenstein. crossed the Rhine and

i ravaged the valley of the Saone, fired
the villages and massacred the peasants,pillaged and carried off plunder,
leaving imperishable souvenirs of their
invasions. "

In 1636 the Germans were confronted
and defeated at Corbie by an army or

ganized by Cardinal Richelieu, ami
among the officers there was a young *

Lorrain colonel. Henri de la Tour d'Auvergne,Vicomte de Turenne.
The subsequent defense of Saint Jean

de Losne by M. de Sdint-Point is celebratedin histors'. Thus is justified the
memorable words of Richelieu: "It is
no good to fortify places if they are *

not furnished with resolute men. Pla« e

in each some men of quality, who are

determined and who know their business."L>e Myramont at Auxonne. the
Due de la Motte-Houdancourt at Seurre.
others at Yerdun-sur-Doubs forced the
hordes to retreat, their men and materialused up. the regiments decimated
by pest and famine. On the borders of
the Doubs, the Saone and the Mouse the
name Verdun formerly carried bad luck
to the Germans.
M. J-ouis Nicolle, president of the industrialsocieties of the north, concludinga speech recently delivered i«>

the "Association des Sinistres du
Nord." or those who were victims of
the disasters in the north, said:
"I saw in imagination Verdun on the

Meuse, with its feudal forts, its old
black houses leaning over the banks
of the river, its magnificent arcades,
the cathedral, the 'haughty salons' of
the bishopric, where the eighteenth
century had given the last manifestationsof the power of the 'three bishoprics,'and I imagined the city crumblingunder the shells.
"But there suddenly arose before my

eyes the poor church and not far away
the little house in which the poor
humanity whose plebeian humility constituteda glory so great, marvelous
and pure that it seemed to me that
there in that little house there was the
palpitating soul of Jeanne d'Arc which
awaited the hour marked by God on the
dial plate of history to raise her arm
and lead the invincible battalions of »

France to the reconquest of French ,

soil, delivering at the same tinie the
universe." CH. CHAILLE-LONG.

VFRDI IN

From the Scranton Republican.
The great battle at Verdun is more

notable for its length than for its accomplishments.
From the Syracuse Herald.
The battle of Verdun bids fair to be

the only battle in the world's history in

which cases of frost bite and sunstroke
were both numbered among the casualtiestreated at the hospitals in the rear.

From the Rochester Post-Express.
Is the fighting less intense at Verdun

or does it only seem so to us since the
opening of the big leagues?
From the Savannah News.
The battle of Verdun became the

campaign of Verdun, and if the fightingthere keeps on much longer it may
be proper to speak of it as the war of
Verdun.

From the Topeka State Journal.
In every respect the battle of Ver- »

dun has the distinction of being: the I
greatest in all history, and in none
more so than it is the most terrible.

....... I


